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Assembly approves South East Plan
The draft South East Plan was approved by an overwhelming

majority of Assembly members at the Winchester Plenary

meeting on 1 March 2006.

The submitted Plan includes six amendments agreed at

Plenary.These include the following:

The boundary of the Western Corridor and 

Blackwater Valley (WCBV) sub-region has been 

redrawn to exclude the small part of South 

Oxfordshire District previously included within the 

sub-region.

The Western Corridor and Blackwater Valley Scale 

and Distribution of Housing Development Policy has 

been amended to take into account concerns about 

Thames Valley Basin Heaths Special Protection Area 

(SPA). If concerns over protecting wildlife cannot be 

resolved during work currently underway by the 

Assembly, housing allocation and distribution for this 

sub-region and the neighbouring London Fringe sub-

region will need to be reviewed.

The definition of ‘Green Infrastructure’ in the 

Implementation Plan has been amended to the 

following: ‘Green infrastructure includes outdoor 

recreational and sports facilities, parks, gardens and 

allotments, tracks and pathways, natural and historic 

sites, canals and water spaces, as well as accessible 

countryside. It is a network of multi-functional 

green spaces in urban areas, the countryside in and 

around towns, and the wider countryside.’

Draft South East Plan submitted to Government

The Assembly’s top priority since 2003 has been the

preparation of a new regional plan for the South East.The

South East Plan sets out how we can make best use of

space and resources in the region so that it continues to

be economically successful and an attractive place to live.

The Plan will cover the period to 2026.

Further information about the South East Plan is available

on the South East Plan website:

(www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan)
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Handover to Government
The South East England Regional Assembly hands over the

draft South East Plan to Government on 31 March 2006 to

meet the deadline agreed with ministers last year.

The handover is the culmination of over more than two

years’ challenging but rewarding work by Assembly

members, stakeholders and officers.

The submitted Plan consists of the following six documents:

• Executive Summary

• Core Document – regional and 

sub-regional policies

• Implementation Plan

• Monitoring Framework.

• Pre-submission Consultation Statement

• Sustainability Appraisal Summary

The Implementation Plan will be submitted as work in

progress. Work will continue with sub-regional groups to

develop more detail on infrastructure needs and costs, in

time to present further information to the Examination in

Public.

There is additional supporting information on the Assembly

website http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan

which includes:

• Full Sustainability Appraisal report

• Five technical notes on economic and 

labour demand forecasting, town 

centres, transport, water and 

demography

• Analysis of regional consultation responses.

Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation
The draft Plan commits the Assembly to a partial review of

the South East Plan in relation to Gypsy and Traveller

accommodation.We have liaised with the Government

Office for the South East (GOSE) on

the arrangements for this review, which

we expect to complete in early 2008.
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Next Steps
Consultation on behalf of an independent panel of inspectors

will take place between 31 March 2006 and 23 June 2006.

Consultation responses should be made on special response

forms approved by the panel of inspectors. Copies of the

form will be sent out with the consultation copies of the Plan

and will also be available on the Assembly website during

consultation.

Timetable

31 March 2006 – 
23 June 2006

November 2006 –
March 2007

Summer 2007

End 2007

Spring 2008

Public consultation on behalf of

an independent panel of

inspectors

Examination in Public

Report of Examination in Public

panel of inspectors

Secretary of State publishes

proposed modifications following

consideration of panel report

Revised South East Plan

published

Raising Awareness of Consultation
To raise awareness of the consultation a postcard will be

displayed in dispensers in libraries, town halls and other

public information points and will also feature in newspaper

adverts.

The postcard below will also provide members of the public

and stakeholders with feedback about the Plan process to

date.

Copies of the Plan
The Plan is available in hard copy and CD versions. It will be

sent to over 5,000 consultees including local authorities,

Government agencies, town and parish councils, voluntary,

environmental and economic groups.

Additional copies can be downloaded free of charge from the

Assembly website or purchased from the Assembly.

Printed copies (limited supply) cost £35, CD copies cost £10.

Public inspection copies will also be sent to all libraries and

local authorities in the region.


