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Special dietary requirements

Seeds put out in the breeding season may be taken by the adults,
allowing all the natural foods to be fed to the chicks. Just before
they fledge, and while they are being cared for out of the nest, the
young may be fed seeds by their parents.

Night shelter

Resident pairs may roost in their territories throughout the year —
the hen on the nest during breeding season. The fledged young
may join the immigrant birds during the winter in communal roosts
in dense, prickly cover.

The ideal territory

Chaffinches thrive in areas that have
two or three song-posts for display in
areas such as woodland, farmland with
a good network of hedges or mature
gardens. The pair will live within it all
year round — if it’s not good, in winter,
they’ll still be nearby.

Chaffinch / Alan Price, Gatehouse

When it’s all happening
Eggs are usually laid in late April or early May, and young fledged
by early June.

Breeding Starts: April
Number of Clutches: 1-2
Number of Eggs: 2-8
Incubation Days: 10-16
Fledge Days: 11-18
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