There are 10 million insects in the world and they all need somewhere to live. Intensive
agriculture and countryside development has reduced their food supply and destroyed nest
sites. Without insects many creatures would starve (bats eat 3000 bugs every night!)
Why not help these creatures survive by creating the sheltered conditions they need?

Some insects choose to rest in snug-fitting places. In the wild this
means nestling in dead plant stems, tucked in bark crevices, or
around houses, in gaps round door and window frames.

. © Collect some dry and tough hollow plant stems in the autumn.
Species like hogweed, fennel, angelica, bamboo or old elder
twigs are good.

© Cut into 20-30cm lengths, and tie into bundles.

© Fix them firmly to branches, fences or walls near where insects
live.

Tip: If you use plants with
different sized holes you
will attract different insects
in each one.

© Alternatively, encourage solitary bees by painting or rust-proofing an old tin can, filling
the bottom with a waterproof glue and pack tightly with paper straws cut lcm shorter

| Minibeast motels

Provide shelter and protection for minibeasts by creating one of these habitats;

© Untreated wood or log piles rotting in a shady spot.

© Bunales of twigs stacked in quiet corners or build into a
stick wigwam.

© A cairn built out of stones or pieces of broken clay flower
pot to mimic the spaces in a dry stone wall.







