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Special dietary requirements
This insectivore takes a very wide range of natural food such as

beetles, o ,v A‘ spiders and ants (Images by
. Graeme
; Lyons)

which it can find from rooting around in leaf litter. Dunnocks can
be tempted by really nutritious supplementary foods, such as
cheese, peanuts and nyjer seeds. This ground feeder can benefit
from food placed where they usually forage — on the edge of
cover. Great clumps of cheese would attract a flock of Starlings
and would be gone in a trice. A little finely grated Cheddar will be
found and appreciated by garden birds, such as Dunnocks,
Wrens and Robins.

Night shelter

The Dunnock will roost alone except during the breeding season,
when adults may roost together. Favoured spots include sites at
about head-height in a prickly bush, such as Hawthorn or Holly.

The ideal territory
Lots of cover at ground level. Brambles or shrubberies are ideal.
Gardens that are too open may miss out on Dunnocks.

When it’s all happening
First clutch will be laid in March, and there may be chicks still in
the nest in September.

Breeding Starts: April
Number of Clutches: 2-3
Number of Eggs: 4-6
Incubation Days: 12-13
Fledge Days: 11-12
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