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Eligibility criteria for subsidised Forest Schools training
Project Background

This Forest Schools project is being delivered by the Gatwick Greenspace Partnership – part of the Sussex Wildlife Trust. It is one of 28 projects under the wider Weald Forest Ridge Landscape Partnership scheme which aims to revive the name of the Weald Forest Ridge and celebrate its local distinctiveness as an integral feature of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  
Forest Schools will help to raise awareness and facilitate engagement with the landscape, wildlife and cultural heritage of the Weald Forest Ridge using the principles and practices of the Forest Schools initiative. 

Weald Forest Ridge Landscape Partnership

The partnership consists of members from the statutory, business, community and heritage sectors. It has been formed to celebrate the area’s local distinctiveness. The Partnership is committed to delivering a three year Scheme, from 2009 to 2011. The work is being funded by contributions of over £1.3million, in both financial and in-kind contributions by the delivery partners and a £2 million grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

The landscape of the Forest Ridge (see map below) has been shaped by its inhabitants over hundreds of years. Nowadays 325,000 people live within the Ridge and its eight neighbouring towns (Horsham, Crawley, Haywards Heath, East Grinstead, Crowborough, Uckfield, Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge).
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The Weald Forest Ridge Landscape Partnership Scheme is enabling people to: reconnect with their local landscape; more easily access and enjoy it; understand its unique natural, cultural and built heritage; take part in caring for it; and leave a legacy for future generations.
Project area and outcomes
Its focus will be at the western end of the WFR, specifically the area around Crawley and Horsham.
Over the 3 year lifetime of the project 3,000+ learners will have benefited from the experience and 43 volunteers and education professionals will have received training in Forest Schools.
By offering these training places it is intended that a long term sustainable capacity of Forest Schools practitioners will have been established in the project area.  
Subsidised training opportunities

Over 3 years the project will be providing funding towards the following Open College Network accredited qualifications provided by the Sussex Wildlife Trust: 

· 30 ‘Level 2 Forest Schools Assistants’ (fully funded)
The course is aimed at people with some experience of working with young people and adults who will be able to volunteer as assistants to Forest Schools leaders. 

· 13 ‘Level 3 Forest Schools Leaders’ (50% funded)
The Level 3 training is aimed at qualified teachers, youth workers and teaching assistants with significant experience of working with young people or adults.

(for further information about course details and dates go to www.sussexwt.org.uk or see contacts below) 
Do you qualify for funding? 
To qualify for funding you will live/work in/or be prepared to work within the Crawley-Horsham area of the project and should be willing to commit to:
· Completing the training
· For Level 2 - Assisting as a Forest Schools volunteer for at least 6 sessions during your training. This work will contribute to completion of your coursework as well as helping other Forest Schools leaders in the project area.

· For Level 3 - Leading at least 1 programme (consisting of planning and leading a minimum 6 sessions) as a Forest Schools leader during your training, in the project area. NB: This is a course requirement. 
There will be 20 bushcraft holiday and weekend events each year which will provide opportunities to assist as a volunteer and hone your practical skills. 
After you have completed your training it is hoped that you will feel confident and inspired to continue practicing Forest Schools as a volunteer or leader in the project area with support from the local Forest Education Initiative registered cluster group.
Any questions?
If you have any queries regarding funding, please contact:
Tom Forward – WFR Forest School Co-ordinator

Address: Countryside Centre, Buchan Country Park, Horsham Rd, Crawley, W. Sussex, RH11 9HQ

Email: tomforward@sussexwt.org.uk
Tel: 07771 375 254

If you would like to know more about the courses, please contact:
Mike Murphy – Education Development Officer

Address: Sussex Wildlife Trust, Exceat, Seaford, E. Sussex, BN25 4AD

Email: mikemurphy@sussexwt.org.uk
Tel: 01323 871 328
This is a partnership project managed by the Gatwick Greenspace Partnership (part of the Sussex Wildlife Trust and is supported by:
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Involving people with the unique heritage in one of England’s Finest Landscapes.
�


Part of the Sussex Wildlife Trust











