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Great spotted woodpecker
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Importing a rotten Birch trunk into your
garden is a better bet for attracting them
than a specially constructed and filled
nest box.

Building materials
Due to the nature of their nest construc-
tion they do not tend to collect materials

. to line the nest.
nulelel Chick care
The chicks are very
voracious and de-
mand ever more
invertebrates — par-
ticularly moth cater-
pillars.
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Special dietary requirements

Great spotted woodpeckers forage over a wide
area and get to know where they can find food.
They may call in at your peanut feeder for their
own refuelling when they are feeding caterpillars
to their chicks. Try attracting them in by putting
a length of tree trunk with holes filled with food
at your feeding station.

Night shelter
The greater spotted wood pecker is a solitary
rooster, using old nest holes or excavating shal-
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sionally it will use a large nest box.

The ideal territory

Woodland tends to offer the best territory opportunities so it tends
to live in or close to woodland of some sort. Great spotted wood-
peckers are very forgiving, however, and will happily live in open
parkland or among mature gardens.

When it’s all happening
Nests are excavated in March and April, and the eggs are laid in
late April or early May.

Breeding Starts: Mid April
Number of Clutches: 1
Number of Eggs: 3-8
Incubation Days: 10-16

; Fledge Days: 18-21
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