WOODS MILL SCHOOL PROGRAMMES
KEY STAGE 2
Each of the programmes have been designed with a theme and a structure which it is hoped will engage the children and encourage an investigative approach to the visit.

Curriculum links are shown under each programme. In addition to these, we cover many aspects of  Science 1: Scientific enquiry and Geographical enquiry and skills, together with Citizenship and Education for Sustainable Development.

Full details of the activities can be obtained by email (see booking form).
Flower Power

From the largest living organisms to the tiniest of algae, plants are the ultimate in solar powered manufacturing.  They carry out all their own life processes, whilst providing animals with oxygen, food and shelter.  In this programme interactive games illustrate plant processes and pupils discover some of the many uses we make of plants, including food in the vegetable and composting area. In the meadow plants can be sketched and given closer study using quadrats to compare the variety of plants in different areas, and to look at some of the creatures dependent on them. Trees and shrubs in the woodland are investigated with activities to illustrate processes of growth and reproduction and we look at sustainable woodland management practice for wildlife diversity. 
Themes and QCA schemes:  Helping plants grow well, Habitats. 

Curriculum links  Sc1; 1a,b; Sc2; 1b,c; 3a,b,c,d; 5a,b,e.

Spineless Wonders

Carry out an in-depth investigation of the true rulers of the planet, the invertebrates, or minibeasts.  This amazing group of creatures has been around for over 500 million years, we set out to find out what makes them so special. A range of investigative methods are used in the search for invertebrates in freshwater and on the land. Pond dipping reveals the wealth of variety in this habitat and species can be compared to those found in the flowing stream. Closer study with a video microscope reveals the anatomy, and adaptations of these creatures. In the woodland habitat pupils discover how Minibeasts are part of woodland food chains along with other plants and animals. Creatures are identified using keys and we consider how they can be grouped according to structure, adaptation and habitat.
Themes and QCA schemes:  Minibeasts, Life cycles, Interdependence and adaptation, Variation.

Curriculum links Sc2: 1a,c; 4a,b,c; 5a,b,c,d,e.
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The Wet Zone

Water is the main constituent of all life, and we are all reliant on a clean safe supply to stay alive.  We share the wet zone with a vast array of plants and animals all dependent on water for at least part and sometimes all of their life cycle.  In this programme children investigate our various freshwater habitats.  Pond dipping  enables discovery of a wealth of underwater species which can be compared to those found in the stream (stream dipping available for years 5 and 6).  Closer study then reveals how they are adapted to their habitat.  A simple biological test measures the quality of the water.  The speed of flow of the river can be measured as it slowly makes its way to the sea.  Children also consider the water cycle and how we can wisely manage our water resources for the future. 

Themes and QCA schemes: Water, Life cycles, Interdependence and adaptation.

Curriculum links  Sc2: 1a,c; 3a; 4a,b,c; 5a,b,c,d,e; G2a,b; 4b; 5a,b; 6c.

Hunt  for a Habitat

Become estate agents for the day to investigate desirable properties for wildlife at Woods Mill. Children study the main habitats of woodland, freshwater, garden and meadow. Pond dipping reveals the wealth of variety of species and a simple investigation shows the quality of the water. Interdependence of plants and animals in a freshwater habitat are illustrated with activities around the lakeside trail. Pupils will role play a woodland creature to discover their own ideal habitat and play sensory  games to imagine the challenges of being a woodland creature. In the garden they will meet with Minibeasts to discover how they help us in their role as composters and recyclers. We also consider habitat change and how we can effect change for the better in our own habitats.

Themes and QCA schemes:  Habitats, Interdependence and adaptation, Enquiry in environmental contexts.

Curriculum links  Sc2: 1c;  4b,c; 5a,b,c,d,e; G5a, b.

Sustainable living
We all understand that the natural resources of our planet are limited. Intricate relationships between plants, animals and the natural environment however enable resources to be used and re-used efficiently with nothing going to waste. In this programme we use games and activities to take a look at some of these natural processes. Woods Mill has a long history of water use and management, we investigate the pond and consider how the freshwater habitat is affected by drought or flooding. In the woodland we look at sustainable management to provide woodland products and a diverse habitat for wildlife. Growing food and recycling waste through composting is one of the ways in which we can reduce our use of natural resources and improve our own health. We consider ways in which this can be done at home and at school.
Themes and QCA schemes:  Habitats, Interdependence and adaptation.
Curriculum links  Sc1a,b; Sc2; 1c; 5a,b,c,d,e,f. Geography 5a,b
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