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There has been a lot of news about 
the decline of honeybees. Less has 
been made of the similar losses 

of bumblebee numbers, but they are also 
important pollinators of agricultural crops, 
such as beans and soft fruits as well as wild 
flowers. We are all familiar with bumble bees 
but did you know there are actually 24 species 
of bumblebee? Although six remain relatively 
common, the number of species found in most 
of lowland Britain has halved since 1950. As 
usual this is due to the loss of habitat through 
agricultural “improvement”, pesticide use and 
the loss of gardens and changes in gardening 
fashion.

Bumblebee nests can be large, containing 
up to 400 workers, that will travel up to 1 km 
from the colony in search of suitable flowers. 
So each nest needs many hectares of suitable 
flower-rich habitat, meaning that to support a 
healthy population large areas of land must be 
managed sympathetically. Although invaluable, 
nature reserves are simply too small in isolation. 
It is essential that the wider farmed countryside 
and the vast areas covered by gardens are 
managed in a sensitive way. 

So what can you do in your garden?
Bumblebees feed on nectar and pollen, so 

need a continual supply of flowers from March 
to October. They also need the right sort of 
flowers, as many modern cultivars and exotic 
blooms are unsuitable as they produce little 
nectar or pollen or keep it hidden behind frilly 
double blooms. 

Particularly important are the early spring 
flowers which feed the queen bumblebees, 
coming out of hibernation. Flowering currant, 
lungwort(pulmonaria) and rosemary and the 
winter flowering heathers such as Erica carnea 
can all be vital sources of food. Through the 
summer traditional cottage garden flowers 
are the best, such as catmint, columbines, 
foxgloves, honeysuckle, lavender, lupins and 
purple flowered salvias. There are many other 
plants good for bees - a good tip is to look 
at what plants the bees are visiting in other 
gardens or in the garden centre. 

If you are interested in learning more about 
gardening for wildlife, either in your own 
garden, a school ground or other public space, 
the Wildlife Trust do run courses and we can 
run one in Crawley if there is enough interest – 
please contact us.

Bumblebees



Snakes 

Of the three species of snakes that 
live in the UK, only two are found 
in our area: the Grass Snake and 

the Adder.  (The third, the Smooth Snake, is 
the rarest and found only on heathland, but 
unfortunately, no longer around here.)    

The Grass Snake is our largest reptile, with the 
larger females reaching 130cm/4 ft.  They can 
live for up to 25 years, although each winter is 
spent hibernating in a frost free place, perhaps 
in deep leaf litter or under a rock pile.  Despite 
their name they are essentially an aquatic 
species, whose habitat should be thought of 
as ponds, or ditches, and the land adjacent to 
them, which may be grassland, woods, parks 
or gardens.  Grass snakes eat frogs, toads and 
newts, but they will also take fish and rodents.  
They are not poisonous, but tend to ambush 
their prey and swallow it whole.

Up to 40 leathery matt-white eggs are laid 
in June and July, often in compost heaps as the 
warmth acts as a natural incubator. The eggs 
measure from 23-30mm and hatch in early 
autumn. 

As can be seen from the photo, grass snakes 

have a distinctive yellow and black collar.  
Compare this to the striking zig zag markings 
of the adder, which we are sometimes lucky to 
see on heathland tasks.

Adders are also found in woodland, especially 
around sunny glades. They are smaller, but 
heavier set than the slender Grass Snakes, with 
the females reaching 75cm/21/2ft.  Like their 
cousins, adders hibernate, but usually do so 
communally, with a preferred “hibernaculum” 
containing many different snakes.  Adders 
use the same hibernaculum for life, and for 
successive generations, making their protection 
important to the adders’ survival. Adders do 
not lay eggs, but bear live young, minatures of 
their parents, every second year.

Adders’ favourite prey are mice, voles and 
even rats, which they may ambush or actively 
hunt. The adder strikes its victim, injecting a 
lethal dose of its venom and then releases it. 
Thus the adder avoids the risk of injury from 
its struggling victim. The adder will then track 
its prey, by ‘tasting’ its trail in the air, using its 
tongue.  Although there are around 100 cases 
of adders biting humans each year, these are 
done in self defence, usually when someone 
has stood on a adder or remarkably, half of all 
cases occur when someone has tried to pick 
one up!  But fortunately no-one has died for 
over 30 years.  

Sadly adders are still persecuted and both 
adders and grass snakes are in decline, due to 
habitat loss and disturbance.  However it is 
illegal, under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
to harm any snake.

Grass snake: ©Mandi and Steve Montague/Sussex Wildlife Trust

Adder: ©Darin Smith info@wildstock.co.uk/Sussex Wildlife Trust
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Can you please fill this slip and return it to us, or email us the information by 15th August 
....................................................................................................................................................................................
Name
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Contact no. / email
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Number of places required
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Vegetarian option required
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Holiday activities
Current holiday bushcraft activity days are run 
around Crawley and Horsham area at Tilgate 
Park, Buchan Country Park, Leechpool and 
Owlbeech woods. 

Bushcraft for Children (8-14yrs)
• times are 10.00 – 15.00 or 16.00
• �prices are always £15pp with light 

refreshments included
• April dates: 7th, 13th,14th, 15th
• June 1st, 2nd, 3rd
• August 10th, 11th, 13th, 17th, 18th, 20th, 23rd

Bushcraft for Families  
(6+ yrs accompanied by  
parents unless overnight)
• Times are 10.00 – 14.00
• �Prices are always £7.50pp with light 

refreshments included.
• April 6th / August 12th, 24th

If you would like to book a bushcraft day 
or know a school or community group that 
would interested in developing a Forest 
Schools programme, please contact Tom on 
tomforward@sussexwt.org.uk, or 01293 550730    

Celebration
To celebrate our 5th anniversary of the Crawley 
Walking Festival, and over 15 years of the 
project’s work we are holding an event on Sat 
18th September at 6-00pm at the office, by the 
walled garden in Tilgate Park.  This will include 
a hog roast, salad and soft drinks, some displays 
of our work and walks over the years, and 
hopefully lots of YOU.  If you are one of our 
past or present regular walkers, or volunteers, or 
have been in the past, then we will be delighted 
to see you. Well behaved partners and children 
welcome! We will be asking for a donation of 
£2.50 per person towards the food.

Please park in the main  
car-park (it should be 
free after 6-00pm) 
and follow the 
direction arrows.
But to organise this 
event, we do need to 
know whether you are 
coming.



19 

Gatwick Greenspace

For more information contact Pete & Kevin:

Gatwick Greenspace Partnership, Tilgate Park, Crawley, RH10 5PQ

tel: 	 01293 550730 or 0777 590 7492 
web: 	 www.sussexwt.org.uk/community/page00001.htm 
blog: 	 http://gatwickgreenspace.blogspot.com 
email: 	 petecrawford@sussexwt.org.uk

The Gatwick Greenspace Partnership is managed by 
Sussex Wildlife Trust and supported by Surrey County 
Council, West Sussex County Council, Crawley Borough 
Council, Horsham District Council, Mole Valley District 
Council, Reigate and Banstead Borough Council, Horley 
Town Council & BAA Gatwick
Designed & Printed by Evonprint • Tel: 01273 494631 Email: info@evonprint.co.uk 55%




