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The Wildlife Trusts believe that the natural environment is one of our most valuable and irreplaceable assets providing support for our economic, social and individual well being.  When functioning and healthy, it provides us with clean air, soil and water and helps manage flood risk. The land use planning system is a mechanism that reconciles its value alongside other interests.  This is particularly important when significant infrastructure projects are being considered, such as motorways, airports and harbours.
We are proposing that the Planning Bill is amended to make reference to the production of a National Policy Statement (NPS) setting out the ‘needs’ of the natural environment.  It would underpin and have the same status as other NPS on energy, waste, transport etc.  It would also inform the Infrastructure Planning Commission’s decisions on the location and design of major projects and ensure that the environmental strand of sustainable development is properly considered in the planning of future infrastructure.
At present the planning system does not tackle such major issues as the impact of development on ecosystem services, or the environmental capacity of an area to accommodate new infrastructure.  An NPS on the natural environment would plug these gaps by:
· Setting out a much needed policy and legislative framework to guide decisions on future infrastructure provision;
· Demonstrate how planning for major infrastructure could contribute to sustainable development;
· Provide a spatial expression for land use planning which takes account of climate change adaptation through  mapping zones of high biodiversity value and areas of environmental opportunity. 

Please support our call for an amendment to require the Secretary of State to designate a National Policy Statement on the natural environment.
Key facts 
· In a recent opinion poll 71% said they wanted to see land with important or endangered wildlife protected from development

MORI poll for the Treasury, 2006

· Wildlife Trusts monitor more than 90,000 planning applications each year and improve the environmental outcome more than 1,200

“The impacts of climate change on species and biodiversity are expected to be harmful for most levels of warming, because of the limited ability of plants and animals to migrate fast enough to new areas with suitable climate.  

“….  the effects of urbanisation, barriers to migration paths and fragmentation of the landscape also severely limit species ability to move.”

Stern Review 2006

What would an NPS on the natural environment do?

The policy and legislative framework for environmental protection through the planning system is currently incomplete.  This NPS would provide a holistic framework that would guide the new planning commission to have full regard to the needs of the environment when deciding the location, scale and design of Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects.  

So, when the IPC is considering an application for major infrastructure there would be a number of environmental criteria set out in the NPS that would have to be taken into account. For example, in determining an application for new harbour facilities, would the proposal maintain areas of current high nature conservation value, including both designated and non-designated sites?

The NPS could be translated into a national spatial framework where areas of opportunity for biodiversity are mapped.  This would highlight where wildlife habitats could be created, enhanced or re-connected alongside the provision of new infrastructure provision, eg wildlife-rich green infrastructure and green bridges for new road schemes.

It would also contribute to the Government’s emerging Adaptation Programme as set out in Clause 49 in the Climate Change Bill, as well as Defra’s ecosystem approach work.
What gaps would an NPS on the natural environment address?

Guidance is urgently needed in the following areas which are not covered in the Bill:
· Protected areas.  National and international wildlife sites are vital components in an adaptation network, but continue to remain under threat from insensitive infrastructure development.

· Ecological connectivity.  Decisions should have regard to the value of connecting important wildlife sites which is not covered under the current Habitat Regulations.
· Climate change adaptation for biodiversity and society through the planning system building on the Stern Review and Climate Change Bill.
· Ecosystem services – planning for major infrastructure should have regard to the vital role of the natural environment in managing floods, water and air quality etc. 
· Environmental capacity and limits – in each area being considered for new infrastructure, the environmental capacity must be assessed to ensure that natural limits to growth are respected.  A functioning environment is more resilient to climate change and can support sustainable growth.
· Quality of life underpins the need for natural greenspace.  New development succeeds best in an attractive and healthy natural environment.
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Contact Hazel Phillips, Head of Public Affairs
Phone 020 7803 4292
Email hphillips@wildlifetrusts.org


The Wildlife Trusts  There are 47 local Wildlife Trusts across the whole of the UK, the Isle of Man and Alderney.  We are working for an environment rich in wildlife for everyone.  With 726,000 members, we are the largest UK voluntary organisation dedicated to conserving the full range of the UK’s habitats and species whether they be in the countryside, in cities or at sea.  108,000 of our members belong to our junior branch, Wildlife Watch.  We manage 2,200 nature reserves covering more than 80,000 hectares; we stand up for wildlife; we inspire people about the natural world and we foster sustainable living. www.wildlifetrusts.org
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